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fallen ones who don’t follow the Islamic 
path, but Sri Nandanandana didn’t know if 
that was the really true character of God or 
not. After studying all these cultures, he 
concluded all religions were not the same. 
      (
��	������
���������  purpose of life, he 
came across fear-based religions, but he 
wanted a path that could give him a natural 
progressive way to attain a clear perception 
of the spiritual dimension. That’s when he 

read the Bhagavad Gita. It was like the final 
piece of the puzzle he had been putting to-
gether from all the philosophical and spiri-
tual investigations. It gave him exactly what 
he wanted, which was big boost in spiritual 
understanding. He continued to read the 
Upanishads, Vedanata Sutras, Yoga Sutras, 
and other texts including the Puranas. After 
reading more Eastern texts, it became clear 
to him that we all have a connection with 
God, regardless of what our religions is, or 
whether we have a connection with a reli-
gious institution or church. 
      ��	�,�
��
�
��
�����
�  that the Vedic 
system allows a person to choose his speed 
that he wanted to advance in, and the level 
of understanding and the spiritual texts you 
want to use. 
      ����	�
�&�������������  point is the more 

spiritual you become; the more you 
can perceive that which is spiritual. He be-
gan to live in an ashram to practice and 
study the Vedic teachings and learn the way 
of regulated spiritual life, sadhana, temple 
rituals and puja, and so forth until he be-
came initiated into the Brahma-Gaudiya 
sampradaya under the auspices of Srila 
Prabhupada, and that’s when he received the 
name of Sri Nandanandana dasa. Another 

reason why he became a 
Krishna bhakta is that He is 
the God of unconditional 
love, which is something 
that everyone is looking for. 
      �����	������������  con-
cluded that the Vedic phi-
losophy is the last bastion of 
deep spiritual truth and 
knowledge. Nothing offers 
what it does. Vedic culture 
essentially takes up where 
the Western religions leave 
off. He received the insights 
he needed to understand the 
purpose of life, what he was 
doing there, where he came 
from, where he was going 
based on the actions in his 
life, and how to acquire the 
highest levels of spiritual 

perception. It gave him the 
means to keep going in this 
world. 

      ��	�,�
��
�
��
��5�����  found some-
thing good, positive, and advantageous; he 
wanted to share it with others. That’s why 
he has written various books on the many 
aspects of Vedic Culture, so others can learn 
about it, use it in their life, and benefit from 
it. He has written about 16 large books and 
about 10 smaller books all from his research 
in Vedic cultures. Many Indian Hindus have 
also appreciated what he does, and have 
invited him to conferences and to give lec-
tures many times.  
      Sri Nandanandana Prabhu has became a 
hero from his writing, and Devasdadan 
Mandir is very lucky to have a charm like 
him.  You can find out more about him and 
his books and articles at his website at 
www.stephen-knapp.com 

���������	
���
� ��������

����

This month’s community devotee profile is 
dedicated to our very own Sri Nandanan-
dana Das.  Our temple was purchased by 
His Grace, Srila Prabhupada, who saw the 
vision of the Devasadan Mandir being the 
most successful temple in North America. 
Sri Nandanandana Prabhu has been and 
still is working and dedicating his time to 
make Srila Prabhupada’s 
vision possible. 
      ���
���	�,�
��
�
%
��
�  Prabhu was younger, 
he was known as Stephen 
Knapp. As a teenager, he 
started to think about life; 
he felt that he didn’t fit into 
this world. Most Karmi 
teenagers think about hav-
ing fun and living a care-
less life, but Sri Nandanan-
dana Prabhu didn’t believe 
in that. 
      4����	�,�
��
�
��
�  
Prabhu grew into his older 
teens, he became a musi-
cian; music was the only 
thing he liked. He began to 
associate with musicians, 
artists, and hippies of his 
area. He found a way to express him-
self with them, wonder what the real 
purpose life was, and where he they 
really fit into this world. That’s when his 
curiosity grew and he began to search an-
swers for the real purpose of life. 
      ��	�,�
��
�
��
��5�����  was born in 
a Christian family, so he read the Bible 
from cover to cover. He looked for an-
swers, but he wanted more than it pro-
vided. So, he kept searching for the spiri-
tual knowledge he wanted to know. The 
Bible only showed him what do to or not 
do, it didn’t say all that much regarding 
higher spiritual knowledge, so he wanted 
more. So, he studied Judaism, Egyptology, 
magic, witchcraft, I Ching, palmistry, 
Tarot, Voodoo, Zen Buddhism, Mysticism, 
Yoga, and he read the Koran. The Koran 
didn’t focus on theology or spiritual doc-
trine. It showed God, Allah, who gave pun-
ishment with little or no mercy for those 
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